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Introduction 
 

I. Preface 
There is a huge difference between winning poker players and losing 

poker players. If you are a No Limit Texas Holdôem tournament poker player 

who intends to play online and actually make money then keep reading. If 
you are new to the game then this book will be perfect to learn about the 

basic building blocks every poker player should know. If you already have a 
solid gr asp on the game then this book can also help you. Being open 

minded and wanting to learning more about the game no matter how long 
you have been playing is what makes good players into great players. Do 

you think every pro poker player started out winning from the very start? 

Absolutely not!  

Building you r  poker bankroll isnôt going to happen overnight. 

 Please reread that statement again. The time you spend learning 

about the game when you are away from the table is what will give you a 
significant edge over your opponents who choose not to learn. Obviously you 

are here for a reason, and that reason is t o improve your poker game. You 
have already taken a step in the right direction if you are open -minded and 

spend some time off the felt  studying and improving your game. Whenever 
you sit down to play a No Limit Texas Holdôem Tournament , keep in mind, 

knowl edge is power! The more information you can obtain about the game 

before you buy into the tournament  the better. This book will cover 
everything fro m the basic No Limit Texas Holdôem rules to explaining bubble 

play and slow playing monsters. Not quite sure  what that means? Great! 
Letôs get started on improving youôre poker brain.  

 

II. Disclaimer 
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No income guarantees and/or promises are being made with this 

eBook. Individual results will vary so there is no way to tell if your actions 
will yield profitable resu lts. Each person handles different situations 

differently making a guarantee that you will be successful impossible. The 
information contained in this eBook is coming from reliable sources and 

many have seen a great improvement in their game, but it is imp ossible to 
warrant any results. The information and strategies discussed in this eBook 

are for your information only. You are free to implement the advise and 
strategies at your own risk.  

You agree that the PokerBetter and its authors are not responsible for 

the success or failure of your endeavors. You also agree that you realize that 
poker does involve some aspects of gambling and realize you may run the 

risk of suffering financial losses and will in no way hold PokerBetter and the 
authors of this eBook responsible for your decisions.  
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 Part I:  Getting Started   
 With the Basics 

 

 
Chapter 1:  
No Limit Texas IƻƭŘΩŜƳ Tournament Rules 
 

No Limit Texas Holdôem poker is played with a standard 52 card deck. Once 

you buy into the tournament, you are given a specific amount of chips. Remember, 

the goal in each tournament is to get your opponentsô chips and add them to your 

own stack by either beating them in hands or making them fold. At the start of 

every hand, two pla yers at the table must put a predetermined amount of chips 

into the pot from their own chip stack. This assures there will be action and gives 

each player something to fight for. These forced bets are called the blinds .  

The Blinds  

 There are two types of blinds known as the small blind and the big blind. The 

player sitting to the left of the dealer posts the small blind  and whoever sits to the 

left of the small blind posts the big blind .  After the blinds are posted, two cards 

are dealt face down to each p layer at the table. The dealer ñbutton ò is rotated 

clockwise after each hand is finished. This means every player must eventually post 

a blind. In tournaments, the blinds are raised after a certain amount of time making 

them very important to win to stay a live as you get deeper in the tournament. As 

the tournament progresses, an ante  is forced onto all players. This means two 

players must post blinds and every player at the table (including the players who 

have already posted the blinds) must put a smaller amount of chips into the pot 

before they even get their two cards. Once all of your chips are gone, you are out 

of the tournament and taking the walk of shame. You donôt have to keep track of 

knowing when to post your blinds and antes when you are playing online as this is 
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all done for you automatically by whatever online poker site you are playing on. So 

the cards are dealt and the blinds are posted, now what?  

Pre- flop  

 There are four windows of opportunity to bet where you will either win or 

lose your chips. The person sitting to the left of the big blind (aka ñunder the 

gun ò) is the first person to act. If you are under the gun, you have a few options at 

this point. You can choose to just call  the big blind which will give you the 

opportunity to see the flop if no one else raises you. You can raise which will  force 

the other players  to put in at least as many chips as you did. If you choose to raise 

it has to be at least double the bi g blind. In No Limit Texas Holdôem Tournaments 

you can bet any amount of your stack once it is your turn to act.   

The Flop  

 After each player has a cha nce to decide whether or not they will continue 

with their hand and the chips are in the pot, 3 community cards are dealt face up. 

These cards are used by everyone who decided to enter their chips into the pot to 

make the best hand with the cards they were  dealt. Another round of betting takes 

place. Players also have the option to check  which will give the action to the next 

player without having to put any chips into the pot. If another player bets, the 

player(s) that checked then have to either call the bet or re - raise.  

The Turn  

 After the action is completed on the flop, another card is turned over known 

as the turn or ñfourth streetò card. Another round of betting takes place starting 

with the person to the left of the button.  

The River  

 Once the betting is complete on the turn, the final card is dealt along with 

the last round of betting. Using the two cards that were dealt and the 5 community 

cards across the board, you make the best 5 card hand. The remaining players flip 

over their cards and wh oever has the best hand wins the pot. So now that you 

know how the chips get into the pot let ôs talk about hand rankings and what hands 

beat what.  

 

Hand Rankings  

      The following is the hand rankings in order of what hands beat what.  
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High C ard  

 This is when a player has really no hand at all, just a higher ranking card 

than the other player. On an unpaired board if someone holds a KQ to the other 

players Q10, the KQ would win due to the higher card.  

 

Pair  

 A pair is two matching cards such as Q Q or 77. You can be dealt a pair for 

your two hole cards or you can match your hand to the board to make a pair.  

 

Two Pair  

 This is when you have two sets of pairs. If two players both have two pair 

the player with the higher pair wins.  

 

. 

Three of a kind  

 Otherwise known as a ñsetò, three of a kind is when you hold two matching 

cards in your hand and a third card comes out on the board. You can also have 

three of a kind if there are two cards out on the board and you hold the third card.  
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Straight  

 A straight consists of any five consecutive cards of different suits. The ace 

can count as a high or a low end of the straight.  

 

Flush  

 A flush is any five cards of the same suit. If two players both have a flush, 

the player with the higher flush card in their hand will win.  

 

Full House  

 A full house is any three cards of the same rank matched with two cards of 

the same rank.  

 

Four of a kind  

 Four of a kind hand occurs when you have a ny four cards of the same rank. 

If two players share the same four cards, the higher card in their hand known as 

the kicker will decide who wins.  
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Straight flush  

 A straight flush consists of any five cards in sequential order of the same 

suit.  

 

Royal flush  

A royal flush is straight from ace to 10 and the entire same suit.  

 

 

  

Chapter 2:  
How POKERBETTERTM  is Helpful in Online Tournaments 
 

So now you understand the bas ic rules of No Limit Texas Holdôem 

tournaments and have an idea of what hands beat what. If you already knew 

that, great! You are already one step ahead of the competition. The next 

part of the game is learning how to bet.  You just learned what hands beat 

others but itôs also fundamentally important that you understand an 

important piece of information. In order to become a winning 

tournament player, you canôt always play the cards you are dealt and 
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hope you are ahead of your opponent.  Sometimes you will have to bet 

when you have absolutely  nothing. Other times you will have the ñnuts ò and 

you will have to know how to extract the most amount of chips possible from 

your opponent(s).  

Another important piece of advice is that you must learn to be patient. 

Do you recall that age -old saying, ñwith patience comes virtueò? Just 

because you played a few tournaments and lost does not make you a bad 

player. The best players in the world will grind out tons of tournaments and 

lose more than they will win. The tournaments that they win are where most 

of  the profit comes from. It is very important to learn new information and 

keep playing!  

A select few of these renowned professional players have turns 

millions of dollars in profit from playing poker alone. Out of this elite handful 

some even offer persona l training website where you can watch  them play 

and see how they are making a killing. They will actually show you the 

hands they played and explain in detail why they decided to bet. Some of 

the best poker training sites available that you might want to check out are 

listed below.  Some even offer free demo videos so you can actually see what 

their site is about. I highly recommend visiting just to get these demo 

videos. Free stuff is always nice.  Here are the links if you want to check 

these guys out:  

 

Real Poker Training  

Poker News Strategy  

Blue Fire Poker  

Poker Savvy Plus  

Poker Pwnage  

 

  There are countless amounts of poker players who have never taken 

the time to focus on how important it is to correctly size their bets, raises, 

re - raises, and bluffs. Since you can bet any amount of your chips when it is 

your turn to act, you can underst and how it might get a little tricky in 

http://www.realpokertraining.com/af.php?a=555
http://strategy.pokernews.com/?aff=19
http://affiliates.bluefirepoker.com/idevaffiliate.php?id=203
http://www.pokersavvy.com/plus#7492
http://www.pokerpwnage.com/aff/idevaffiliate.php?id=147
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knowing how much exactly you should be betting. Once the cards are dealt 

and there are chips flying all over the place I am sure you are very eager to 

get into the action. This is expected and what poker is all about ! When you 

do decide to place a bet burn this phrase into your memory: When you 

make a bet, bet for a reason . Donôt just bet because you saw someone on 

TV do it.  

POKERBETTERTM will assist you in calculating the amount that you should bet 

based on simply plugging in the big blind, the pot, or your opponents raise. 

POKERBETTERTM will calculate how much to bet when there is 1 limper, 2 

limpe rs, 3 limpers or more. Most poker players wonôt adjust their raises if 

there are people limping in the pot. This could get you in trouble because if 

you donôt raise enough, the limpers might call you since you have now given 

them ñpot oddsò to do so.   

Wha t happens if you pick up a hand and someone has already raised the 

pot? POKERBETTERTM will assist you in sizing a re - raise based on simply 

plugging in your opponents raise. After the flop comes out, the strength of 

your hand can change drastically. Keep in mind that the strength of your 

opponentsô hand(s) can change drastically as well.  

After the flop drops, POKERBETTERTM will help to determine how much to 

Continuation bet, b luff, set a trap bet, re - raise your opponents bet, and even 

check -raise someoneôs bet. Not sure what all this terminology means? Keep 

reading!  

Once the turn card drops, POKERBETTERTM will help size your bet if you think 

you have the best hand, if you want to bluff and steal it right there, or if you 

picked up a draw and you are unsure if you have the best hand.  

The river card drops and you have the nuts, what do you do? 

POKERBETTERTM will help you extract maximum value out of your strong 

hands by helping you size value bet. If you have nothing and want to bluff, 

or if you are unsure and want to throw a block bet out there, just type the 

pot and  POKERBETTERTM will do the calculating for you!  

This is a truly amazing tool for any poker player playing on a beginner to 

intermediate level and offers them a great opportunity to hop right into the 

game. So letôs recap on what this new software will actually do for you as a 

poker player.  

http://www.pokerbetter.com/
http://www.pokerbetter.com/
http://www.pokerbetter.com/
http://www.pokerbetter.com/
http://www.pokerbetter.com/
http://www.pokerbetter.com/
http://www.pokerbetter.com/
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¶ Pre- flop raise no antes  

¶ Pre- flop raise with antes  

¶ Pre- flop raise with one, two, three or more limpers  

¶ Re-raising your opponentôs raise pre-flop  

¶ Sizing a squeeze play  

 

¶ Post - flop continuation bet  

¶ Post - flop bluff  

¶ Post - flop trap bet  

¶ Re-raising your opponentôs raise post-flop  

¶ Check - raising your opponent  

 

http://www.pokerbetter.com/
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¶ Betting the turn  

¶ Bluffing the turn  

¶ Betting the turn on a draw  

 

¶ Value betting the river  

¶ Bluffing the river  

¶ Block betting the river  

 

Every pot counts due to the fact that the only way you can stay alive in a 

tournament is by winning chips. If you are unfamiliar with any of these 

poker terms, by the end of this book you will grasp these concepts and be 

able to apply them to your very n ext poker tournament.  

 

Chapter 3:  
Recommended Poker Rooms 
 

So you have learned the rules and are now ready to get started. The next 

question you should be asking yourself is, ñhow do I go about choosing a 

poker site full of victims that I am ready to outplay?ò Well, the answer is 

fairly simple. Sticking with the t op online poker rooms will ensure you get 

the best quality service and treatment. Along with this service and 

treatment, you will also have a better selection of people and tournaments 

to cycle through as these poker rooms have acquired a reputation over t ime. 

There are many different sites but the top ones with the best tournaments 

include:  

¶ Full Tilt  
¶ Pokerst ars  

¶ Ultimate Bet  
¶ Sportsbook  

¶ Cake Poker  
¶ Party Poker  (no US Players allowed)  

¶ Bodog  

¶ Titan Poker  (no US Players allowed)  

 

http://www.fulltiltpoker.com/?key=MDAwMTA5OTkwMDAyQzMzMzIwODI0MDI0MDAwMDAwMDE-
http://www.pokerstars.com/?source=10463925
http://www.ub.com/?ubAffilID=95797
http://affiliates.commissionaccount.com/processing/clickthrgh.asp?btag=a_12617b_809
http://cakepoker.com/?t=11816&Lang=en
http://en.partypoker.com/hp_landingpages/hm_en_lp_500.html?wm=3234582
http://www.bodog.com/welcome/3026010/play-now/poker-affiliate-landing.html
http://online.titanpoker.com/promoRedirect?key=em9uZUlkPTE5NjQ5NzQ4OTEmbGFuZGluZ1BhZ2VJZD0wJnByb2ZpbGVJZD00MTc2MTM%3D==
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Once you have chosen the poker rooms that you would like to play in, you 

then have to download their free software and decide ho w much you are 

willing to deposit into your bankroll. Keep in mind; it is important to play 

with money that you can afford to lose . You donôt want to be gambling 

next months rent in hopes you can double your money.  

 

Tournament poker is a grind, but if you  are equipped with the right tools you 

can make some serious cash. Donôt smash your computer and quit either if 

you happen to play a few tourneys and go bust. Each tournament you play 

gives you more and more knowledge and can only make you a better poker 

player in the long run. Once you download the poker sites that you have 

decided you want to play on, you will be directed to make a username and 

password. Make sure your username is something you wonôt mind hanging 

on to for a while because most of these po ker sites will not let you change it. 

There are usually a few ways you can deposit your bankroll onto the site:  

 

1.  Credit card  -  If you would like to use your credit card, there are a 

few sites that take this as a method of payment.  

 

2.  Bank account  -  This meth od requires you to give your bank 

routing number, account number, social security number, and date 
of birth.  

 

3.  Moneybookers  ï This is the third most popular method for online 

gamblers to deposit funds and is offered by some of the largest 
poker rooms. Poker players can make deposits into their poker 

accounts and purchase chips with ease by having a Moneybookers 
account. You can f und your Moneybookers account with several 

different options ranging from bank transfers to credit cards.  

 

I highly recommend opening a Moneybookers account if you intend 

on making deposits. You can check them out by visiting 
www.moneybookers.com  

 

http://www.moneybookers.com/
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Each poker site has a different way of allowing players to get money on the 

site so once you download the software, click cashier and you are on your 

way!  

 

So what poker rooms should you play in? And how can you get a 

ban kroll to start playing?  

  

 If you are a new player or you have been playing for a while but still 

need to set up an account, here are a few tips on the best poker rooms to 

play online.  If you notice, I have listed  those  poker rooms  that I have 

personally spoken with on terms of how I can get my readers and customers 

a bankroll to start playing. I  have put in countless hours researching the 

best poker rooms so you didnôt have to. All you need to do is read through 

them , pick which on es you think you would like  to try , click on the link, and 

sign up. Here is what I came up with:  
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Full Tilt Poker  

www.fulltiltpoker.com  

 

Full Tilt offers direct checking account deposits which is extremely 

convenient for getting money onto the site. The deposit is done directly 

through the cashier which allows you to avoid any third party 

transactions. There are also no deposit fees which m akes Full Tilt an 

excellent choice. If you are familiar with poker you then must know some 

of the names of the pro players. Its often fun to sign into a tournament 

and get seated next to a pro that you would see on TV. Playing against 

pro players will only  make you better as you see how they play and can 

learn from them.  

They offer a 100% deposit bonus for new customers.  This is 

EXTREMELY valuable.  They will actually match whatever deposit you 

make up to $600. I would take full advantage of this if you pla n on 

playing online poker consistently.  

 

 

 

There is also a huge variety of tournaments offered such as re buys, 

turbos, and deep stacks. The software offers cartoon like graphics and a 

bunch of cool backgrounds including beach, Las Vegas , and space. There 

are less bad beats as well since the competition is generally tighter then 

on other sites.  

 

 

http://www.fulltiltpoker.com/?key=MDAwMTA5OTkwMDAyQzMzMzIwODI0MDI0MDAwMDAwMDE-
http://www.fulltiltpoker.com?key=MDAwMTA5OTkwMDAyQzMzMzIwODI0MDI0MDAwMDAwMDE-
http://www.fulltiltpoker.com?key=MDAwMTA5OTkwMDAyQzMzMzIwODI0MDI0MDAwMDAwMDE-
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Pokerstars  

www.pokerstars.com  

 

 Pokerstars is one of the largest poker rooms out there. If you are 

serious about getting involved with online poker I highly recommend 

opening up a Pokerstars account. They have huge tournament prize pools 

with little buy - ins. The investment you are risking is low, but the rewards 

can be extremely high. For as little as $10 there are often 1 st  place prizes 

of $7,000+.  

 Another HUGE plus is (like Full Tilt) they offer a 100% first deposit 

bonus up to %600. I would definitely consider taking advantage of this 

for as long as it is being offered.  

 

 

 

The table is customizable, allowing you to upload a picture and have it 

as your table background. There is a mix between serious poker players 

and complete fish giving you a huge opportunity to win. Pokerstars is 

probably one of the best for tournament selecti on. There are a ton of 

people registering for tournaments at almost any time during the day 

which gives you a chance to make a huge profit on a small investment if 

you can get through all the players. The rebuy tournaments attract a 

increasing amount of ñrebuy nutsò who gamble early and make the final 

pot gigantic. Pokerstars also offers direct deposit from a checking account 

which is very convenient.  

http://www.pokerstars.com/?source=10463925
http://www.pokerstars.com/?source=10463925
http://www.pokerstars.com/?source=10463925
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Ultimate Bet  

www.ub.com  

 

Ultimate Bet is by far one of the largest poker rooms in the world. UB 

is home to poker pros Phil Hellmuth and Annie Duke. This site offers a 

wide variety of promotions as well as a great tournament selection for 

small, medium, and large stakes. You have t he ability to upload your own 

personal image and use it as an avatar. They offer 200% your initial 

deposit as a bonus, which is one of the best online. Ultimate Bet offers 

tourneys ranging from $1 to higher stakes such as $1000. But for a 

beginner, grindin g out the $1 tournament could be a great way to build a 

bankroll at a minimal risk. The tournament structure is excellent and 

highly recommended.  

Ultimate Bet also has a great deposit bonus program. The will match 

whatever amount you deposit for your firs t time up to $1,100. This is the 

biggest deposit bonus I have seen offered. Definitely look into this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ub.com/?ubAffilID=95797
http://www.ub.com/?ubAffilID=95797
http://www.ub.com/?ubAffilID=95797
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Sportsbook .com  

www.sportsbook.com  

  

Sportsbook.com is only available to U.S. and Canadian players. This 

site is rapidly growing and offers a great selection for small stakes 

players. They take major credit cards as a deposit method which could be 

a great way to get started. If you are just s tarting out, Sportsbook .com  is 

a great site for beginners or intermediates. This site offers table stats 

which can come in very useful, as well as the ability to play over 10 

tables at once. ( 10 tabling is not recommended for new players ) .  

They offer a bo nus of 100% the first initial deposit. It is very easy to 

get money onto the site and there has never been a reported problem 

with deposits or withdrawals. With 24/7 customer support and over 

thousands of tournaments to choose from, Sportsbook .com Poker sh ould 

be definitely looked into.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://affiliates.commissionaccount.com/processing/clickthrgh.asp?btag=a_12617b_809
http://affiliates.commissionaccount.com/processing/clickthrgh.asp?btag=a_12617b_809
http://affiliates.commissionaccount.com/processing/clickthrgh.asp?btag=a_12617b_809
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Cake Poker  

www.cakepoker.com  

 

Cake Poker is one of the fastest growing poker sites online.  The 

tournaments peak at around 2,000 players on at a time which isnôt bad for a 

newer site. There are plenty of players on this site including a few pros. Most 

are fish though. You will be surprised at how inexperienced the majority of 

these players are which is most likely why there are a few hidden pros also 

taking advantage of this. Since the prize pools are not as heavy as some of 

the other major poker rooms and the tournaments donôt fill up as quickly, 

there is not a boat load of experienced players you will be facing.  

With a reduced skill level and a boatload of micro to low stake 

tournaments that can be fairly easy to take down.  

Another big plus is t hey o ffer 100% sign up bonus up to $6 00. I would 

definitely look into these guys.  

 

 

 

I may be slightly skewed towards playing on Cake Poker because the first 

tournament I ever played on here I walked away with $4,832.11.  Check out 

the screenshots below. Not too shabby huh?  

 

http://cakepoker.com/?t=11816&Lang=en
http://cakepoker.com/?t=11816&Lang=en

